
Documenting Lebanon 1974-1982

Organized by Der Divan at Babylon



Jocelyne Saab is one of the most prolific and

important Lebanese filmmakers of her time. Her

career began as a war reporter, before she decided

to strike out on her own and independently cover

the civil war that was tearing her country apart. 

Jocelyne Saab made 12 films in Lebanon between

1974 and 1982, offering rare coverage of the

Lebanese conflict through an unprecedented visual

poetry. On the occasion of their new release, these

films are shown in Berlin for the first time in their

restored versions.

Please note that the program is advised for 16+. 



10.11.2023 – 7:30pm - Kino 2
INAUGURATION

A panoramic view of Jocelyne Saab's cinema, through tHREE short

documentaries made in Beirut during the Lebanese civil war to give

you a glimpse of the program over the weekend.

Children of War, 1976 French with En & Ar Subtitles, 10 min.
The Ship of Exile, 1982 - French with En & Ar Subtitles, 12 min.
Beirut my City, 1982, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 37 min.

Followed by a panel discussion around Jocelyne Saab’s body of
work  with Volker Schlöndorff (Filmmaker), Gary Vanisian (Film-
maker, author and film curator), Mathilde Rouxel (Researcher,
curator and head of the Jocelyne Saab Association), and Myrna
Maakaron (writer and filmmaker).

RESERVATION NEEDED



Jocelyne Saab, Lebanon in Turmoil, 1975



11.11.2023 – 6pm - Kino 2
1975 :

The Escalation of Violence

1975, first year of the civil war. Jocelyne Saab is the very first journalist

covering the beginning of a conflict that will last for 15 years.

New Crusaders in Orient, 1975, Fr with En & Ar Subtitles, 10 min.
Lebanon in Turmoil, 1975, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 75 min.

Followed by a Q&A with Myrna Maakaron and Mathilde Rouxel



Jocelyne Saab, Beirut Never Again, 1976



11.11.2023 – 8pm - Kino 2
1976:

The First Years of War
War reporter in the MENA region since 1973, Jocelyne Saab starts

covering the conflict in Lebanon by giving a voice to different

struggling factions. Step by step, her cinema moves away from the

classic form of reportage and embraces poetry, to speak in a

different way about a world that is collapsing.
The Palestinian Women, 1974, French with En & Ar Subtitles 16 min.
The Rejection Front, 1975, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 16 min.
Children of War, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 10 min.
Beirut Never Again, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 35 min.

Followed by a Q&A with Myrna Maakaron and Mathilde Rouxel



Jocelyne Saab, Letter From Beirut, 1978



12.11.2023 – 6pm - Kino 2
1975-1978 : Documenting

the Resistance
Jocelyne Saab was one of the only journalists with access to European TV

channels to document the situation in southern Lebanon, at that time

regularly attacked, invaded and occupied by the Israeli army. Above all,

she fought for justice and peace. These three films show the struggle of

civilians in the face of war, and the resistance of Lebanese and

Palestinians in the conflict.

South Lebanon: History of a Besieged Village, 1976, 

For a Few Lives, 1976, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 17 min.
Letter from Beirut, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 50 min.

      French with En & Ar Subtitles, 12 min.

Followed by a Q&A with Myrna Maakaron and Mathilde Rouxel



Jocelyne Saab, The Ship of Exile, 1982



12.11.2023 – 8pm - Kino 2
1982 : 

Fighting the Occupation
Jocelyne Saab stayed in West Beirut during the siege of the city by

the Israeli army in 1982. As her house was set on fire, she filmed and

reported on the resistance of the civilians who organized

themselves to survive the siege, until the PLO forces left. Having

gained Yasser Arafat's trust, Jocelyne Saab was the only

journalist authorized to travel on the ship Atlantis, which took the

PLO leader to the Greek coast, where he was welcomed.

Lebanese, Hostages of their City, 1982, French with En & Ar
Subtitles, 6 min.
Beirut my City, 1982, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 37 min.
The Ship of Exile, 1982, French with En & Ar Subtitles, 12 min.

Followed by a Q&A with Myrna Maakaron and Mathilde Rouxel



Organized with the support of:

Jocelyne Saab Retrospektive 
November 10-12, 2023

Babylon, Berlin-Mitte, Rosa-Luxembourg-Str. 30

https://www.babylonberlin.eu/


